
KNOW
BEFORE
YOU
GO

1 Connect With Their Passions
When you align the ministry's mission with something a donor deeply cares about, they
feel a personal stake in the cause.

2 Start with Conversations, Not Requests
Start the conversation about the ministry casually—share your passion. Let it naturally lead
to support. Follow the "3-to-1 rule": engage three times before asking for a donation.

3 Use Stories to Inspire
Share success stories that highlight the ministry's influence. Personal stories can be gathered
through volunteering. Donations increase when people feel emotionally connected to a cause.

4 Frame the Ask as an Opportunity
Establish the ministry as a collaborative partnership, where each contribution plays
a vital role in reaching a common objective.

5 Offer Multiple Ways to Support
Provide options for how they can contribute, such as one-time
donations, monthly giving, volunteering, or attending events.
This makes it easier for them to say yes.

6 Practice Your Pitch
Rehearse how you’ll talk about the ministry and make
the ask. Practice helps you feel more confident and
natural in your delivery.

The Art of the Ask

Know The Ministry

Volunteer, visit the
website, subscribe to the
monthly newsletter.

Be knowledgeable about
the ministry's mission,
vision, and impact.

Seek out success stories.

Know Your Why
Ask yourself “WHY am I involved?”

Know why you are personally
involved with the ministry and
what it means to you.

Your enthusiasm and authenticity
can inspire others to support the
cause.



Example conversation:

[Casual Opening] "Hi [Friend's Name], I wanted to share something exciting with you. I've been volunteering
with Caterpillar Ministries, and it's been such a rewarding experience. Our mission is to empower the people of
Huntington Green to build a secure and vibrant community by fostering faith, advocacy, and learning. It's
amazing to see how lives are being transformed."

[Sharing a Success Story] "Just recently, we celebrated a huge milestone—100% of  seniors in Huntington
Green graduated high school last year! It's incredible to see the impact of  our tutoring programs and the
dedication of  our volunteers."

[Personal Connection] "For me, this ministry means so much because [share your 'why,' e.g., 'I believe in the
power of  education and community support to change lives']. Being part of  this has deepened my faith and
given me a sense of  purpose."

[Connecting With Their Passion] "I know you're passionate about [education, community development, or
helping families], and that's one of  the reasons I thought of  you. Caterpillar Ministries has programs like free
tutoring for kids and sewing classes for women, which align beautifully with your interests."

[Inviting Engagement Without Pressure] "If  you're curious, I'd love for you to join me at one of  our events, like
the Back-to-School Bash or a community dinner. No pressure—I just think you'd find it as inspiring as I do."

[The Ask, Framed as an Opportunity] "Actually, we're working on an incredible project right now: expanding
our tutoring programs to reach even more kids in the community. If  you're interested, there's a way to partner
with us to make this happen. Together, we could really create something amazing for Huntington Green."

[Offering Options] "If  you'd like to get involved, there are a few ways—whether it's volunteering, attending an
event, or contributing financially. Whatever feels right for you." 

[Gratitude] "Thanks so much for listening and for considering this. It means a lot just to have your support in
learning more about Caterpillar Ministries."

He has made everything beautiful in its time.
Ecclesiastes 3:11

It’s Not About You
Hear their story and explore
how they can feel a sense of
connection.

Emphasize the ministry's
mission and the difference their
support can make.

Simply plant the seed, and let
God take care of  the rest.

Ask for feedbackBe Gracious
No matter how they
respond, be sure to
express appreciation for
their time.

If  they decide to contribute,
follow up with a sincere
thank-you and provide
updates on the ministry's
advancements.

Encourage friends and family
to share their opinions about
the ministry.

Their feedback can provide
valuable insights into the
motivations and concerns of
potential donors, helping us
to enhance our strategy.

Easy ways to get the conversation started with friends or family:
Use or wear Caterpillar swag
Invite them to volunteer with you
Invite them to a get-to-know-you event
Post a personal story on your LinkedIn or Social Media page
Text a photo from an event that you know resonates with them
HOST A GATHERING


